Opening new
vistas for UAE women

I'hey are young, fearless, intelligent, highly eloquent in

English and full of ambition. They cannot even waii to
adorn the overall, go to the lields, put their hands on a na
{

and feel the grease in their ingers

This is the general impression that ADNOC  her delight: “Yeou know what? This is our i

News had developed after interviewing some of  experience with femiales, We are so worried o

the tirst hatch of women students who joined scared 1 teel like hugging them, cuddling them
the Petroleum Institute this fall to pursue engi- — Keeping them under my wings all the tinie o
necring disciplines they dan’t want this, They want to fly, the
"“We don't mind \\'nr'km;g in the tields. Wiant Lo start, tl'lr'y wiint just to shioot and L
Waorking in the Ffields is not as hard as raising 4 ahead and Ffultill their dream . they want to
family,” was the fitting answer from Sara al prove themselves. We have this power in tli
Ammari, a petroleum engineering student, an females so why not useit”
. answering a guestion ol whether she wonld be All of them over enthusiastic to talk to
This 1s our Tirst willing to work in the oil fields. ADNOC News, the wamen students exprissed
experence witl Stressing this finding was also Mrs. Enaam their pride and happiness in breaking new
temales. We are so Hunaimi, Coordinator of the Petroleum prounds tor the UAE women For being the Hirst
wortied so ccared | [nstitute’s women's program, who expressed women to be trained to jain the oil industry as
WVALTCH E{] SOy SCal &
feal il |.|!r_i-:___. N B

thern. K eeping fhiein

UNaer 1 \} WA .ii.|

ant just to sh
and aoahead ancl
fultill the
dream .. they wan 1o
[Drove themselves:
We have this DOWE]
1 the fermales so

why not use il
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"Lam very proud, pleased and excited about
what lies aliead For us,” said Sara Al Ammari.
adding: “ 1 am also glad that we are the first
wWaotnen ‘.|‘-.|1 are tested |‘ the chuntry to b
qualitiod 1 the petroleum industrv. This is the

Hirst steptowards a bright Future. T am also
| :

delighted that the s IELY S perspective on
Viewing things have changed lately to the bt
Onawhy she chose petroleum engineering
Sarg suid: 71 find it the most mteresting and |
like it Its sova very rare miaior that vor might
not Lind fn anveather institute in the UAE. It is

also 1y e in g wav because i dowsn 't

mvalve a lot of manual and practical work. |

like: I'-.;u_l'|.|l|1'|u;_:c'l.: and T wiantt VTOVe 1y
abilitics iy i

Khadijn Al lashemi, a chemical enginee e

51 P 1
Uclen about the opportu

csaid shie was aware
the PLeauld offer to her hecause her
§ .i-.;|||l'.||_i\ ~.[11\J\'|r'|.:'_ (AR

avir |||-.!r.i about '[.: |,] e JLIS 1A

(A

raant Hunama, Coordir

brother is in the men

dent in the PLis really pood OpPOrtUnt

ampus and being a stu

|11\4I1.'\: We AT ' '-‘I"Ill'\sl!r'l_l \\.'ill.-_-:!|_”

DO
enteed jobs atter graduation,” she said. stress
g that not only they are going to get
'l is
really succestul engineers in the Tuture soit is a
f\r_'_.'_I'I]'|1'~III_=!I|I|\ for us LIAL

Il

‘.l'l'ul |1|r“. "i\'.!! also ':;;||

201ng to :;!.|;_£L|;11\

wonien to join the

Regarding her choice Tor chemical o e irees

L, l\||.'|\JI|.| ‘.'.Ill 4 £

Itis imteresting and 1 ean

work in many Gicultios not just i ADNQOWC
can also work as a pharmacist,” adding that she
mind toowaork

-.|I-\:?|'I i'|l]||-f|t ]1“1r'._;|[|-\L 11

would give her the oppartunity to learn and

S llll flr'iul'\ll the | Al

Flowever, Shamma Ahmed Al Shehi g

petroleum engineering student, said it woul |

Be unigie to see VAR wonten working in the

|il'|li"'

1 think we will beworking in v hice bt o

ADNOC News

Octaber

Decer

ator ot Women Proveam, with s e o the students




Stirrtaia Al Shaiba

5 7 :&\j-_-) I"\] (J (— News Ugctober

Alia Al Stwaidd

sure there are times w hen we will Aece o visit
the Fields tor work. Tam into petroluem engi
peering. 1 is unique for womendn the LIAL
ociety o he working in the fickds

But Sara Al Amiman ‘,\.|~-\'|'1|1|.._|1I‘ aboun
\\I\]Il\"l" .'|].‘i|if\ torwark i the “"]\l“\

“We don't mind working in the Felds
Warking in the Helds
Family or bringing a famih

With a vouthtul ambition bor adyentuor

1S 1t s |I.!!\! A5 ralsimg a

|||l' "-.I|\]

Somav Al Shaiba, petroluem engineering,
expressed her ethusiasm for going to the Helds
“Twould like to add something. Tewill e fun
and a new experience tous as women to go to
the Fields, And doesi’t matter whether we dig
or doother kinds of thines, it will be a chal
lenpe Tor us and we have to provi ourselves,

Flectiical enginieeiing, sdaid

sraal Hosani

It \"|\"m|i'.‘!'|l'.‘\'] |:l. I'-L'“.\\ 101 |-ITI)_.'_ i|1|1'wi|‘- 1ma

that s

factory but emphasized her deternmmation to
mettle inthe felds as swells “Tewill be maindy in
the Bactory not the tield. Tohose to be an engi
neer Tor this purpose. T love dealing swith facts
and numbers. Tthink working in the fields will

b very challenging for s atid 1 think 1ean

Prove mw sell i this area more that sitting inan

o

ambear 2006

lsraa Al Hoosam

O the familv's role and support for their

chotees, they all expressed their delight av thi
families's positive attitude towards their carcer

“Our families are totally with us in this deci
sion and have enc u'l'-ll.i}_'_l‘tl. us ina way becaus
this kind of tield is verv rare for women. 1 an
talking here about the petroleant teld
Students who graduated 2 or 3 vears ago i
envyinge us because we have the chancoe to o
the PLand some of them changed their unives
sitv just to join the Pland 1 got motivated
Because vl iy hrother who graduated with the
First bateh fram the PLY

Alva Al Suwaidi, chemical engineering, s
My family and friends --1111|m||rm| e arnd ey

are very proud of me because ©oined the 1l

ey believe that wwomen are hall of th
and thev want me to challenge mvsell and

prove mvselt inthe society.”

Cho thie pereeption ol the faculuy o the
and their interaction with the male studen

they said worki LA losely with male Stud
_il

be motivational and would add and

Wl
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Shammia Al Shehh
;
: ment ol |'\UHJ[’[\-‘£'ll‘.lll]l\'l||_|\|| .

“The teachers have welcomed us and the y
were very supportive and encouraged us
through out the way,” said Sari-Al Ammari,
adding, " they always compare betweern gs and
the male students and sav that we are hetter
than lyem.*

"W didn't have any interaction with them
until nos but we want o interact with them
becatise sooiy ot later we will e working
with them I think if it Was L Lo s as st
dents, we all don't mind but the parents might
h;u.l- b I;I-'|a_ Loneern !

Vommenting on the possibility of st uddying
Macoe eational .|1I|'||~-;'n'r|=-'.-.', Somiava said
Tewill by more encouraging and motivation
al SWSTerL Yo can compare vourselb with thi

l hays ay [ have a4 ampetition with them. It ore
| s 4 very hallenging atmosphere. It can also
matvate hovs to study harder."

She said women students do better in educa
ton becayse wormen spend more time at
home, thyq etting maore tme to studs
1 OF cours Lirls are better because in ous tra
MMion and society we tend torspend more tims

i Thome iy WS s we have more time o

(T | 1
dy. Giyls iy more caring while bovs lave

-~

Sara A Amymari

this laid back attitude. Girls are more studiu
-'.“_" s[n .|\|lil'l_[.

Khadijaly Al Hashimi attributed women's
success to the job market whicly demands
women to give their uumost inorder L get
]I\l‘.

"Women are more enthusiastic and devorte
more time forstudying in order to achieys
high grades so that they can have hetter VPO

tunities tor jobs after thsm epraduate. But men

can get jobs even when they graduate [rom
gl s lool," she said

On the condition of the Pl and whether they
wanted Lo see any improvement, they said that
the PI had surpassed their expectations and
that it was of fering them evervthine IEH-_\- need
-'l.l

"1t s perfect and the caree PTOarams are
nice, If.r\- I.'!!-n :.zlhu| Care of ||n.||!-‘.| IEI~'~.E.|H are
vervcaring and supportive, The Equipment
and tacilities we use are topand th [RIRRATRIRIST]
satd Alin Al Suwaidi [
expressing her gratitude to ADNOC and the P

tunitios are excellent "

tor giving swhat she dese ribed as “this reat

apportunity w wonen.”

Khadifs AT Lishin

LI



Mrs Engam Hunaini, Coordinator of the Petrolewm Institute’s wonien's program

_...... Women power

. . Nirs Enaam Hunaint, Coordimator ot the i LN
[0 et Il B
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Ath therm. 11 1 evel “Tam surewewill succeed,” she said inaseps such o ploneering program, she said: “As one ol
Fad 1he Maice 1 arate interviw with ADNOC News, adding the girls said | el like raising those engineers s
| , Hildre: "hecause the girls want [i!l-‘i'nl\.'\'ll‘l]ll‘l]]“"]\’l"‘w more Challenging than raising my own chil
@] 3 1A VTG E . . ' r
. First, to their families and to whole male socic dren. | see my two daughters in them. [ am
ture | owill sog = , _ _ :
ty that they can make it very proud and happy with them. IF T ever had
bring them ners Lxpressing her pride in being involved with - the chance to choose my childrens” Future |
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will suire bring them here.”

What was vour feeling when you saw tlie

fiest women students joining the PI?

elt very proud and happy. We always hear
women staying at home, avoiding photographs

and not sharing in the activities in public. This

always made me upset because the society con-
sists of both males and females and vou can

not separate theni.

How enthusiastic are the girls?
We

ence with females we are so worried, so scared

you know because it is our first experi-
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IC News

October

aned | leel Tike Tam hugging them, cuddling
them and Keeping them under my wings all
the time but they don't want this. Thev want
to Hy, they want just to shoot and go ahead and
fulfill their dream as vou heard they sav. They
wWant Lo I'-]" W L]ll’]”‘ﬁl'l\"l"‘\, \\- II.]\l‘ lkl" |‘l WA

ol the females sowhy don't we use it

lhese women will be future women engi

neers in a very conservative soctety; do YOl

think they will work in the fields?

As | told vou we are more worried and |
thought they might not been keen going to the
Field. But [ was wrong. 1 will give you an exarti-
|\i|_‘ Thev were ﬁlli‘]\‘"yl'd W gaona tield tr ip Lo
one of the gas and oil tields. When we told
them that they should wear jeans and shirts
and no Abavas, T'was surprised they were reada
to do so. We still look at the society as an old
conservative one but | think there is o big
improvement. These girls don’t mind working
with men. | know some do mind bat the

majority doesn't

girls do better in education than boys?

Why

Cirrls are more studious, 1is because il a

December 2006

man doesn't excel in his studies as the girls
have already mentioned he can still get a job
Hle can prove himsell and he has more changes
and oppartunitites but ladies are not ottered as
many jobs as men so they have to work hardes
They don’t want to settle tor lesser jobs. And
to be honest to excel in the PTneeds hard work

from both men and women,

How long will it take to have a co-education

system?

I don't think it will happen soon but may b
some time in the future. May be the girls are
ready but we are not. Starting transportation
for them was a tough job. Women need door t
oo transportation, they cant meet at a certai
stations like the men. Now they are asking fo
a hostel. They want to have dorms and we are

not ready Tor it vet

I can see you are optimistic about the suc

cess of this experiement’

OF course we will succeed because the girls
want to prove to themiselves First and then to
their families and the male society that they

can do it 1 liked it when one of the girls, Sara




saidd that working as an engineer in the lields is
not as challenging as raising a familv. So again
for me raising those engineers is more challeng:
ing than raising my own children. | see my two
daughters in them. Lam very proud and happy
for theme I Tever had the opportunity to
choose my childrens' tuture 1 will sure l\l'il'l_&t

them here.

What about their parents’

We met with the parents and made it cleas
to them that they are living in a very sate envi
roniment and that they will heintormed of any
interaction that the girls have with the male
students. We won'tdo it without their
approval. The girls are very energetic. They are
acking about activities like camping, boat rac
ing, developing a newsletter, jwining the stu-

dent council.

Will vou give them these extra curriculum

ictivities!

Ves Dwill Hght for theny and will domiv hest
becnuse [ think they are I'Ij.‘__hl_ This is the best

dees I studied ina co-educational environment

and this is the best age of o student's life.

Where did u study?

Fddid mv studies in Lebanon and then con-
tinved itin America. I majored in education
and studied English literature as a minor area, |
believe that parents should raise their child
male and female in the proper way, teach them
what is right and what is wrong and then take
the back seat to observe them find their wav. It
is just like a seed. You water it, take care of it
dnd make sure that everything is fine and after
that vou just leave it

Falways discuss things with mv children,
from my experience with my parents where
their no was non negotiable. I cannot apply
that to my children. IWmy children refuse to
accept some thing, 1sitwith them and explain
to them avhy ©said No, hence my principle is

“say novand discuss.”

Would you like to add something?
I would like to thank his Excellency arid
whoever initiated this idea. Talso apprediate

their support,
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